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Judge Davis Resigns 


UDGE STEPHEN B. DAVISannounced 
his resignation from the Department of 
Commerce after four years of praise- 
worthy service as administrative super- 

visor of the Bureau of Navigation, Bureau 
of Fisheries, Steamboat Inspection Service, 
Patent Office, and Coast and Geodetic 
Survey. His service to the Department of 
Commerce will, however, be most widely 
remembered by the public for his direction 
of broadcasting matters. Judge Davis’ new 
book, The Law of Radio Communication, 
recently published, is the only volume on 
the subject available and discusses the 
legal phases of radio control with complete 
competence and thoroughness. 


Where Are the Listener 
Organizations’ 


NE of our readers, Mr. R. L. Hitch- 
C) cock of Detroit, Michigan, sug- 

gests that Rapio BRoapcast start 
an association of listeners among its readers 
and offers also to pay annual dues of one 
or two dollars. We had hoped that our 
recent editorial on this subject would 
bring out some strength in existing listener 
organizations but, aside from a few letters 
from indignant executive secretaries im- 
mediately following it, there have been no 
signs of activity. Considering that, at the 
moment, the very foundations of broad- 
casting are threatened by the effort of a 
few inferior pirate stations to set aside the 
Radio Act, certainly, if the listener organ- 
izations had the slightest voice or influence, 
there should be some manifestation of 
activity at this time. While we are pleased 
at this suggestion as expression of confi- 
dence on the part of our readers, we would 
certainly rather see an independent outside 
organization formed. Only if the demand 
were insistent and widespread, would we 
consider any such task. Why do not some 
of the existing organizations get busy? 
We would be glad to help any meritorious 
listener group to the best of our ability. 


The Month In Radio | 


UNPOPULAR BROADCASTING STATIONS 


HE Federal Radio Commission has been 

haled into court and application for an 
injunction to set aside its powers has been made. 
At present the action is pending. We are very 
doubtful that an injunction will be granted but, 
if it ever is, the result will be nothing less than a 
catastrophe to the radio industry. It will interest 
the protesting stations that 11.2 per cent. of the 
listeners who responded to our questionnaire, 
which appeared in the May issue, demanded 
the elimination of wjaz because it started the 
radio chaos last season by tieing up the regu- 
latory power. Seven times as many listeners de- 
manded its elimination as considered it a favorite 
local or out-of-town station. 

“lf the report is true,” writes one of these in a 
letter accompanying his questionnaire, “that 
wyjaz has been assigned a desirable wavelength, 
then the radio public has been not only insulted, 
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j Consulting Radio Engineer. A special state- 
ment prepared for Rapio BROADCAST: 


“ Standardization may be tery desirable from 
an economic and commercial standpoint, but 
if the standardization process sets in pre- 
maturely it may be a serious handicap to the 
further growth and development of an art. 
The radio broadcasting art illustrates this. 
We have come to regard the broadcast fre- 
quency band, 500 to 1500 ke., as being more 
or less fixed, and all broadcasting is confined to 
channels within this band of frequencies. The 
extension of the frequency range to, say, 
2000 ke., which would greatly increase the 
number of channels for broadcasting, is being 
opposed on the ground that the receivers have 
been standardized to cover only the present 
limited range, which was done at a time when 
if was considered very difficult to design a 
commercial receiver suitable for the higher 
frequencies. Engineering development, how- 
ever, has since progressed to a point where il is 
entirely feasible to build a receiver suitable 
for the higher frequencies as well as the lower 
frequencies, but because of the standardiga- 
tion which has set in altogether too early in 
the art, we are reluctant to take advantage of 
the new developments which would benefit the 
entire art.” 
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but outraged, as this is the station that brought 
us the whole mess of trouble and should be made 
to take the leavings, if any.” 

This is the tenor of many written complaints 
which we have received, which indicate the 
permanent unpopularity which accrues to any 
station or organization which destroys the 
publics radio entertainment. lf any other 
station again succeeds with a similar move, it 
will incur the violent hatred of the radio audience, 
regardless of any noise about martyrdom which 
it may make. Station wjaz was not the most 
unpopular station in the United States, KFNF 
being the winner of our unpopularity contest. 
One hundred and four out of each 500 answering 
our questionnaire demanded the elimination of 
that station. This is almost 100 per cent. of those 
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within its range. Actually one listener in 500 
called KFNF a sixth local favorite and three 
named it as an out of town favorite. The public 
knows what stations it likes to listen to, even if 
the broadcasters and their commercial sponsors 
do not. 


HAZELTINE PATENTS SUSTAINED 


P JUDGE GROVER N. MOS- 
KOWITZ handed down a decision recently 
in the Hazeltine-Grebe suit, favorable to the 
former. The defense was based largely on the 
grounds that prior inventions displaced those of 
Professor Hazeltine and that his original patent, 
filed shortly after he had left the employ of the 
Navy in radio work, contained a clause per- 
mitting the general use of his invention. An 
accounting of the profits received by the defend- 
ant during the period of the alleged infringe- 
ment was ordered. 


R. C. A. VS. HAZELTINE PATENTS 


DECISION favorable to the Radio Corpo- 

ration of America, which sued the Twentieth 
Century Corporation for selling radio receivers 
in violation of the Hartley and Rice patents, 
was handed down in the Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals, to which it had been brought from a 
district court. This decision is of the utmost 
importance and should be studied closely by 
every manufacturer in the field. lt establishes 
the relation of the R. C. A. patents to those held 
by the neutrodyne group. As we understand it, 
the patent establishes the basic nature of Hartley 
and Rice’s work in preventing the generation of 
oscillatory currents through neutralization meth- 
ods and that the Hazeltine inventions are, in 
effect, a practical and improved method of utiliz- 
ing the Rice and Hartley inventions. Since the 
Hazeltine method of neutralization is a simple 
and effective one, we would not be surprised if 
many manufacturers find it desirable to secure 
licenses under both the R. C. A. patents and 
the Hazeltine patents. License under the R. C. A. 
patents does not necessarily imply, under this 
decision, freedom from suit for infringement 
under the Hazeltine patents. 

The patent situation is too complex to be 
accurately summed up briefly. It is clear, how- 
ever, that stability in the radio industry would 
be fostered if it were made convenient for set 
manufacturers to obtain blanket licenses at a 
sufficiently low rate to permit them to utilize all 
the necessary inventions in the field. lf Hazeltine 
licenses are valuable, and it appears under the 
recent decision that they are, some form of 
combination license ought to be worked out. 
Manufacturers ought to be free to develop the 
radio art, designing, building, and selling better 
receiving sets, rather than squandering time in 
conferences with patent lawyers. 


NEW R. C. A. LICENSEES 


DDITIONAL licensees under the R. C. A. 

patents are the powerful Crosley Radio 
Corporation, the Splitdorf Company, the F. A. 
D. Andrea Company, the Charles Freshman 
Company, and the Freed Eisemann Company. 
By the time this appears in print, there will be 
many others. The Crosley contract is said to 
provide for a seven and a half per cent. royalty 
and the statement is made that more than half 
a million dollars has already been paid to the 
R. C. A. by the Crosley Corporation and an 
additional three quarters of a million by other 
concerns. 


Ses SALVADOR boasts of a broadcasting 
Station, installed in its national theater, 
with the call letters agn. It broadcasts three 
evenings a week on 482 meters, 625 kilocycles 


